
2017 The Count, On-Effort

The focus of the survey is Gray whales (northbound) during migration through the nearshore of the
Santa Barbara Channel. We also record observations of all marine-mammal species, including other
whales, dolphins, pinnipeds, and Sea otters. See other reports.

Only Gray whales migrating north are counted on the board at the site as observations are made. If it is
fast and furious, we sometimes lag behind a bit, but we eventually catch up. Many “regulars” who visit
our site check the board. Some smile and say, “last week it was only … “ Then, they wonder why there are
no calves, and we tell them that the calf migration may start at the end of March, but probably won’t be
robust until mid-April. That brings another big smile.

We update our website every day with an online simulation of the board, and we include a  link to a
PDF “Record of the Count” — which resembles this report — to the post date.

One of the most asked questions by visitors is: “How does this year’s Count compare to last year’s.” We
express that we sorry, but we cannot answer that question. We cannot compare raw data to raw data. We
are conducting a survey with strict protocols about how we observer and in what conditions. At best, we
are able to Count a third of a day, during daylight hours with adequate visibility and relatively calm sea
conditions. The whales are traveling 24/7. We explain that at the end of the year, we will analyze our data
and correct errors and omissions, and throw out sightings entered in not-acceptable conditions. We can
then calculate hours we were on-effort in suitable conditions.  When all is cleaned up, we meet with our
collaboration team at NOAA Southwest Fisheries Science Center and use their algorithm with our data to
produce estimates of the migration past Counter Point: Phase 1, General migration of adult and juvenile
males and females; and Phase 2, the  Mother and calf migration.
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Running Totals

2017 The Count, On-Effort

(Er) Gray whales, northboundHours HoursDay Number

Feb 21 00:001 00:00whales calves whales calves

Feb 22 02:232 02:233 0 3 0whales calves whales calves

Feb 23 00:003 02:233 0whales calves whales calves

Feb 24 08:004 10:234 0 7 0whales calves whales calves

Feb 25 08:005 18:236 0 13 0whales calves whales calves

Feb 26 08:006 26:232 0 15 0whales calves whales calves

Feb 27 08:007 34:231 0 16 0whales calves whales calves

Feb 28 05:008 39:235 0 21 0whales calves whales calves

Mar 01 08:009 47:2313 0 34 0whales calves whales calves

Mar 02 08:0010 55:239 0 43 0whales calves whales calves

Mar 03 08:0011 63:2317 0 60 0whales calves whales calves

Mar 04 08:0012 71:2314 0 74 0whales calves whales calves

Mar 05 00:0013 71:2374 0whales calves whales calves

Mar 06 07:3514 78:582 0 76 0whales calves whales calves

Mar 07 08:0015 86:5815 0 91 0whales calves whales calves

Mar 08 08:0116 94:5916 0 107 0whales calves whales calves

Mar 09 08:0417 103:0331 0 138 0whales calves whales calves

Mar 10 08:0018 111:0326 0 164 0whales calves whales calves

Mar 11 08:0019 119:0327 0 191 0whales calves whales calves

Mar 12 00:0020 119:03191 0whales calves whales calves

Mar 13 00:0021 119:03191 0whales calves whales calves

Mar 14 00:0022 119:03191 0whales calves whales calves

Mar 15 00:0023 119:03191 0whales calves whales calves

Mar 16 08:0024 127:0341 0 232 0whales calves whales calves

Mar 17 00:0025 127:03232 0whales calves whales calves

Mar 18 08:1526 135:1842 0 274 0whales calves whales calves

Mar 19 07:4227 143:0022 0 296 0whales calves whales calves

Mar 20 08:0028 151:0050 0 346 0whales calves whales calves

Mar 21 00:0029 151:00346 0whales calves whales calves

Mar 22 04:5130 155:5122 0 368 0whales calves whales calves

Mar 23 03:2031 159:1122 0 390 0whales calves whales calves

Mar 24 07:0232 166:1329 0 419 0whales calves whales calves

Mar 25 05:3933 171:5227 0 446 0whales calves whales calves

Mar 26 08:0034 179:5213 2 459 2whales calves whales calves

Mar 27 01:0835 181:008 1 467 3whales calves whales calves

Mar 28 05:2936 186:2921 1 488 4whales calves whales calves

Mar 29 08:0037 194:2919 1 507 5whales calves whales calves

Mar 30 02:0138 196:304 1 511 6whales calves whales calves
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Running Totals

2017 The Count, On-Effort

(Er) Gray whales, northboundHours HoursDay Number

Mar 31 05:3639 202:069 0 520 6whales calves whales calves

Apr 01 08:0040 210:0622 2 542 8whales calves whales calves

Apr 02 08:0041 218:0619 0 561 8whales calves whales calves

Apr 03 08:0042 226:067 0 568 8whales calves whales calves

Apr 04 08:0043 234:0622 1 590 9whales calves whales calves

Apr 05 06:0044 240:068 1 598 10whales calves whales calves

Apr 06 06:5545 247:0110 1 608 11whales calves whales calves

Apr 07 08:0546 255:0623 4 631 15whales calves whales calves

Apr 08 02:2647 257:3210 5 641 20whales calves whales calves

Apr 09 08:0048 265:325 1 646 21whales calves whales calves

Apr 10 08:0549 273:3715 4 661 25whales calves whales calves

Apr 11 08:0050 281:379 2 670 27whales calves whales calves

Apr 12 07:5051 289:275 1 675 28whales calves whales calves

Apr 13 02:0952 291:3612 6 687 34whales calves whales calves

Apr 14 08:0753 299:4317 6 704 40whales calves whales calves

Apr 15 08:0054 307:4312 5 716 45whales calves whales calves

Apr 16 07:1255 314:555 2 721 47whales calves whales calves

Apr 17 04:2356 319:188 4 729 51whales calves whales calves

Apr 18 03:5457 323:123 1 732 52whales calves whales calves

Apr 19 07:4158 330:5315 7 747 59whales calves whales calves

Apr 20 02:5259 333:4514 7 761 66whales calves whales calves

Apr 21 08:0060 341:4522 11 783 77whales calves whales calves

Apr 22 08:1461 349:5934 17 817 94whales calves whales calves

Apr 23 06:0962 356:0813 6 830 100whales calves whales calves

Apr 24 04:2963 360:377 3 837 103whales calves whales calves

Apr 25 03:0164 363:3816 8 853 111whales calves whales calves

Apr 26 02:2665 366:0424 12 877 123whales calves whales calves

Apr 27 03:3966 369:4312 6 889 129whales calves whales calves

Apr 28 03:5567 373:387 3 896 132whales calves whales calves

Apr 29 07:4568 381:2322 11 918 143whales calves whales calves

Apr 30 08:0069 389:2318 9 936 152whales calves whales calves

May 01 08:0070 397:2310 5 946 157whales calves whales calves

May 02 08:0071 405:238 4 954 161whales calves whales calves

May 03 03:5672 409:192 1 956 162whales calves whales calves

May 04 05:5773 415:1616 8 972 170whales calves whales calves

May 05 08:0074 423:1616 8 988 178whales calves whales calves

May 06 04:2775 427:434 2 992 180whales calves whales calves

May 07 05:0976 432:528 4 1,000 184whales calves whales calves
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Running Totals

2017 The Count, On-Effort

(Er) Gray whales, northboundHours HoursDay Number

May 08 06:5977 439:518 4 1,008 188whales calves whales calves

May 09 08:0078 447:5112 6 1,020 194whales calves whales calves

May 10 08:0379 455:548 4 1,028 198whales calves whales calves

May 11 08:5880 464:5212 6 1,040 204whales calves whales calves

May 12 08:1481 473:064 2 1,044 206whales calves whales calves

May 13 02:2282 475:282 1 1,046 207whales calves whales calves

May 14 07:0383 482:311,046 207whales calves whales calves

May 15 05:0284 487:332 1 1,048 208whales calves whales calves

May 16 08:0085 495:332 1 1,050 209whales calves whales calves

May 17 03:3886 499:111,050 209whales calves whales calves

May 18 08:0087 507:111,050 209whales calves whales calves

May 19 08:0088 515:111,050 209whales calves whales calves

May 20 08:0089 523:112 1 1,052 210whales calves whales calves

May 21 08:0090 531:111,052 210whales calves whales calves

531:111,052 210Totals
Hourswhales calves
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