GRAY WHALES COUNT
SANTA BARBARA CHANNEL

2016 Daily Totals of Cetaceans, On-Effort
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The focus of the survey is Gray whales (northbound) during migration. We record sighting
data for all cetaceans (in our survey: whales and dolphins), including a distinguishing tally
of Gray whales (southbound) and Humpback whales. Occasionally, we are fortunate to
observe other whale species, including Blue, Fin, and Minke whales; and, if we are not able
to identify the species, the sighting species is entered as “unidentified large whale.”
Because we track northbound Gray whales for extended periods of time, over multiple
surfacings, we are able to determine the number of whales sighted with a high degree of
confidence. Other whales do not receive as much attention.

Common dolphins and Pacific White-sided dolphins are usually in groups of too many
dolphins, too far away, and traveling too fast for an absolute determination of group size.
We fall back on experience and enter a “best guess,” and we are not able to determine the
number of calves: total calves are entered as Not Determined (zero in calculations). And, it
is not only dolphins that are sometimes spotted too far away to be identified. We “found”
quite a few unidentified large whales, some of which we thought might be a Minke whale
(rare for us). Then, when we did ID a Minke, we now are not-so-sure. It might have been a
rarer Bryde's whale. However, it will remain a Minke, our best guess at the time.

Note: Of the species sighted, only Gray whales (north and southbound) are migrating
past the Point. Their tallies indicate the number of unique animals observed through the
survey. All other cetaceans, pinnipeds, and Sea otters (the subjects of other reports) were
possibly sighted multiple times during a day and likely seen over and over on different
days as the survey progressed. The tallies of these species represent the number of
animals (not necessarily unique) documented at sightings each day.
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2016 Daily Totals of Cetaceans On-Effort

Total
Sighted  Calves

Feb16 Day10f101 Sightings 19 Effort Hours 7:45
5 Gray whale (northbound) 6 0
4 Gray whale (southbound) 5 0
2 unidentified large whale 2 0
1 Bottlenose dolphin 5 0
4 Common dolphin, species not determined 1,130 0
3 unidentified dolphin 8 0
Feb17 Day2of101 Sightings 6 Effort Hours 4:21
2 Gray whale (northbound) 3 0
1 Gray whale (southbound) 3 0
1 unidentified large whale 1 0
2 Bottlenose dolphin 6 0
Feb18 Day3of101 Sightings 8 Effort Hours 3:00
3 Gray whale (northbound) 5 0
2 Gray whale (southbound) 2 0
2 unidentified large whale 2 0
1 Common dolphin, species not determined 20 0
Feb19 Day4of101 Sightings 20 Effort Hours 8:00
12 Gray whale (northbound) 19 0
3 Gray whale (southbound) 4 0
1 unidentified large whale 2 0
3 Bottlenose dolphin 16 2
1 Common dolphin, species not determined 20 0
Feb20 Day5o0f101 Sightings 15 Effort Hours 8:00
8 Gray whale (northbound) 15 0
2 unidentified large whale 3 0
1 Bottlenose dolphin 3 0
4 Common dolphin, species not determined 280 0
Feb21 Dayé6of101 Sightings 18 Effort Hours 8:00
9  Gray whale (northbound) 15 0
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2016 Daily Totals of Cetaceans On-Effort

Total
Sighted  Calves
1 Gray whale (southbound) 2 0
1 Humpback whale 1 0
2 Bottlenose dolphin 12 4
4 Common dolphin, species not determined 130 0
1 Pacific White-sided dolphin 2 0
Feb22 Day7of101 Sightings 28 Effort Hours 8:00
12 Gray whale (northbound) 21 0
3 Gray whale (southbound) 4 0
2 Humpback whale 5 0
5 unidentified large whale 9 0
1 Bottlenose dolphin 2 0
3 Common dolphin, species not determined 1,600 0
2 Pacific White-sided dolphin 20 0
Feb23 Day8of101 Sightings 30 Effort Hours 8:00
17 Gray whale (northbound) 30 0
1 Gray whale (southbound) 1 0
3 Bottlenose dolphin 16 1
1 Common dolphin, species not determined 60 0
8  Pacific White-sided dolphin 143 0
Feb24 Day9of101 Sightings 23 Effort Hours 8:00
16 Gray whale (northbound) 31 0
2 Gray whale (southbound) 2 0
1 Humpback whale 2 0
2 Bottlenose dolphin 6 0
1 Common dolphin, species not determined 600 0
1 Pacific White-sided dolphin 10 0
Feb 25 Day100f101 Sightings 15 Effort Hours 8:00
11 Gray whale (northbound) 20 0
1 unidentified large whale 1 0
1 Bottlenose dolphin 2 0
1 Common dolphin, species not determined 50 0
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2016 Daily Totals of Cetaceans On-Effort

Total
Sighted  Calves
1 Pacific White-sided dolphin 8 0
Feb 26 Day110f101 Sightings 9 Effort Hours 5:40
3 Gray whale (northbound) 6 0
1 Bottlenose dolphin 5 0
2 Common dolphin, species not determined 70 0
3 Pacific White-sided dolphin 27 0
Feb 27 Day120f101 Sightings 13 Effort Hours 8:00
7 Gray whale (northbound) 9 0
4 Bottlenose dolphin 1 0
1 Common dolphin, species not determined 200 0
1 Pacific White-sided dolphin 8 0
Feb 28 Day 13 0f 101 Sightings 30 Effort Hours 8:09
20 Gray whale (northbound) 44 0
3 unidentified large whale 4 0
3 Bottlenose dolphin 12 0
2 Common dolphin, species not determined 1,300 0
2 Pacific White-sided dolphin 18 0
Feb 29 Day 14 0f 101 Sightings Effort Hours 0:00
Mar 01 Day 15 of 101 Sightings 14 Effort Hours 2:35
10 Gray whale (northbound) 22 0
3 Bottlenose dolphin 10 0
1 Pacific White-sided dolphin 10 0
Mar 02 Day 16 of 101 Sightings 22 Effort Hours 7:05
19 Gray whale (northbound) 39 0
2 unidentified large whale 2 0
1 Common dolphin, species not determined 50 0
Mar 03 Day 17 of 101 Sightings 30 Effort Hours 6:55
26  Gray whale (northbound) 50 0
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2016 Daily Totals of Cetaceans On-Effort

Total
Sighted  Calves

1 Humpback whale 2 0

1 unidentified large whale 3 0

1 Common dolphin, species not determined 30 0

1 Pacific White-sided dolphin 10 0
Mar 04 Day 18 of 101 Sightings 23 Effort Hours 7:56

18  Gray whale (northbound) 39 0

1 unidentified large whale 1 0

4 Common dolphin, species not determined 1,110 0
Mar 05 Day 19 of 101 Sightings 4 Effort Hours 1:03

3 Gray whale (northbound) 5 0

1 Humpback whale 2 0
Mar 06 Day 20 of 101 Sightings 2 Effort Hours 0:23

2 Gray whale (northbound) 3 0
Mar 07 Day 21 of 101 Sightings 1 Effort Hours 0:26

1 Gray whale (northbound) 1 0
Mar 08 Day 22 of 101 Sightings 18 Effort Hours 3:44

17 Gray whale (northbound) 32 0

1 unidentified large whale 1 0
Mar 09 Day 23 of 101 Sightings 26 Effort Hours 8:00

19  Gray whale (northbound) 41 0

2 Humpback whale 3 0

4 unidentified large whale 6 0

1 Bottlenose dolphin 2 1
Mar 10 Day 24 of 101 Sightings 29 Effort Hours 8:00

24  Gray whale (northbound) 54 0

1 unidentified large whale 1 0

3 Bottlenose dolphin 15 0

1 Common dolphin, species not determined 30 0
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2016 Daily Totals of Cetaceans On-Effort

Total
Sighted  Calves

Mar 11 Day 25 of 101 Sightings Effort Hours 0:00
Mar 12 Day 26 of 101 Sightings 3 Effort Hours 1:19
1 Gray whale (northbound) 1 0
1 unidentified large whale 1 0
1 Pacific White-sided dolphin 8 0
Mar 13 Day 27 of 101 Sightings 11 Effort Hours 8:00
9 Gray whale (northbound) 21 0
2 Common dolphin, species not determined 530 0
Mar 14 Day 28 of 101 Sightings Effort Hours 0:24
Mar 15 Day 29 of 101 Sightings 19 Effort Hours 8:00
11 Gray whale (northbound) 19 0
1 Humpback whale 1 0
3 unidentified large whale 3 0
3 Common dolphin, species not determined 75 0
1 Pacific White-sided dolphin 20 0
Mar 16 Day 30 of 101 Sightings 22 Effort Hours 8:00
16  Gray whale (northbound) 33 0
1 unidentified large whale 1 0
2 Bottlenose dolphin 13 0
2 Common dolphin, species not determined 130 0
1 Pacific White-sided dolphin 7 0
Mar 17 Day 31 of 101 Sightings 19 Effort Hours 8:00
12 Gray whale (northbound) 23 1
1 unidentified large whale 1 0
1 Bottlenose dolphin 4 0
2 Common dolphin, species not determined 800 0
3 Pacific White-sided dolphin 11 0
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2016 Daily Totals of Cetaceans On-Effort

Total
Sighted  Calves

Mar 18 Day 32 of 101 Sightings 15 Effort Hours 8:00
8 Gray whale (northbound) 14 0
1 Gray whale (southbound) 2 0
6 Pacific White-sided dolphin 63 0
Mar 19 Day 33 of 101 Sightings 14 Effort Hours 8:00
9  Gray whale (northbound) 14 0
1 Humpback whale 1 0
4 Pacific White-sided dolphin 37 0
Mar 20 Day 34 of 101 Sightings 19 Effort Hours 8:00
9  Gray whale (northbound) 16 1
4 Bottlenose dolphin 18 1
2 Common dolphin, species not determined 1,000 0
4 Pacific White-sided dolphin 30 0
Mar 21 Day 35 of 101 Sightings 12 Effort Hours 4:41
4 Gray whale (northbound) 10 0
5 Bottlenose dolphin 19 2
3 Pacific White-sided dolphin 30 0
Mar 22 Day 36 of 101 Sightings Effort Hours 0:00
Mar 23 Day 37 of 101 Sightings 14 Effort Hours 8:06
14 Gray whale (northbound) 30 0
Mar 24 Day 38 of 101 Sightings 13 Effort Hours 8:04
7 Gray whale (northbound) 15 0
1 Humpback whale 2 0
3 Bottlenose dolphin 9 0
1 Common dolphin, species not determined 50 0
1 Pacific White-sided dolphin 18 0
Mar 25 Day 39 of 101 Sightings 17 Effort Hours 7:03
15 Gray whale (northbound) 23 0
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Total
Sighted  Calves
2 Pacific White-sided dolphin 16 0
Mar 26 Day 40 of 101 Sightings 19 Effort Hours 8:06
13 Gray whale (northbound) 28 0
3 Bottlenose dolphin 10 0
3 Pacific White-sided dolphin 24 0
Mar 27 Day 41 of 101 Sightings 17 Effort Hours 8:00
9  Gray whale (northbound) 14 1
1 Humpback whale 2 0
4 Bottlenose dolphin 16 1
3 Pacific White-sided dolphin 30 0
Mar 28 Day 42 of 101 Sightings 5 Effort Hours 2:43
3 Gray whale (northbound) 11 1
2 Bottlenose dolphin 7 0
Mar 29 Day 43 of 101 Sightings 1 Effort Hours 0:24
1 unidentified large whale 1 0
Mar 30 Day 44 of 101 Sightings 15 Effort Hours 8:00
7 Gray whale (northbound) 13 1
1 Humpback whale 1 0
1 unidentified large whale 1 0
2 Bottlenose dolphin 15 1
1 Common dolphin, species not determined 300 0
3 Pacific White-sided dolphin 29 0
Mar 31 Day 45 of 101 Sightings 10 Effort Hours 6:37
1 Gray whale (northbound) 2 0
1 Humpback whale 1 0
1 unidentified large whale 1 0
2 Bottlenose dolphin 5 1
1 Common dolphin, species not determined 300 0
4 Pacific White-sided dolphin 23 0
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Total
Sighted  Calves
Apr01 Day 46 of 101 Sightings 12 Effort Hours 8:00
6 Gray whale (northbound) 11 1
1 Bottlenose dolphin 2 0
1 Common dolphin, species not determined 20 0
4 Pacific White-sided dolphin 40 0
Apr02 Day 47 of 101 Sightings 11 Effort Hours 7:20
5 Gray whale (northbound) 11 4
1 Bottlenose dolphin 2 0
1 Common dolphin, species not determined 200 0
4 Pacific White-sided dolphin 38 0
Apr 03 Day 48 of 101 Sightings 2 Effort Hours 4:46
1 Gray whale (northbound) 1 0
1 Common dolphin, species not determined 20 0
Apr 04 Day 49 of 101 Sightings 14 Effort Hours 8:00
6 Gray whale (northbound) 10 3
6 Bottlenose dolphin 30 1
2 Common dolphin, species not determined 100 0
Apr 05 Day 50 of 101 Sightings 10 Effort Hours 8:00
3 Gray whale (northbound) 6 0
7  Bottlenose dolphin 33 0
Apr06 Day 51 of 101 Sightings 9 Effort Hours 7:04
3 Gray whale (northbound) 6 3
1 Bottlenose dolphin 4 0
1 Common dolphin, species not determined 300 0
4 Pacific White-sided dolphin 57 0
Apr 07 Day 52 of 101 Sightings 7 Effort Hours 8:00
2 Gray whale (northbound) 4 2
1 Bottlenose dolphin 5 1
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1 Common dolphin, species not determined 100 0
3 Pacific White-sided dolphin 60 0
Apr08 Day 53 of 101 Sightings Effort Hours 0:00
Apr09 Day 54 of 101 Sightings 8 Effort Hours 6:00
2 Gray whale (northbound) 3 1
3 Bottlenose dolphin 17 0
1 Common dolphin, species not determined 150 0
2 Pacific White-sided dolphin 30 0
Apr 10 Day 55 of 101 Sightings 11 Effort Hours 8:00
2 Gray whale (northbound) 4 1
8 Bottlenose dolphin 36 5
1 Pacific White-sided dolphin 250 0
Apr 11 Day 56 of 101 Sightings 8 Effort Hours 8:00
3 Gray whale (northbound) 4 1
5  Pacific White-sided dolphin 100 0
Apr12 Day57 of 101 Sightings 2 Effort Hours 8:00
1 Gray whale (northbound) 2 1
1 Pacific White-sided dolphin 6 0
Apr 13 Day 58 of 101 Sightings 7 Effort Hours 8:00
4 Gray whale (northbound) 14 7
2 Bottlenose dolphin 5 0
1 Pacific White-sided dolphin 8 0
Apr 14 Day 59 of 101 Sightings Effort Hours 0:06
Apr 15 Day 60 of 101 Sightings 7 Effort Hours 8:00
5  Gray whale (northbound) 9 4
1 Humpback whale 2 0
1 Bottlenose dolphin 5 0
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Total
Sighted  Calves
Apr 16 Day 61 of 101 Sightings 13 Effort Hours 8:00
10  Gray whale (northbound) 24 12
3 Pacific White-sided dolphin 35 0
Apr 17 Day 62 of 101 Sightings 13 Effort Hours 8:00
6 Gray whale (northbound) 12 6
1 unidentified large whale 1 0
5 Bottlenose dolphin 20 1
1 Pacific White-sided dolphin 5 0
Apr 18 Day 63 of 101 Sightings 10 Effort Hours 8:00
6 Gray whale (northbound) 12 6
1 Bottlenose dolphin 3 1
3 Pacific White-sided dolphin 93 0
Apr 19 Day 64 of 101 Sightings 14 Effort Hours 8:00
5 Gray whale (northbound) 14 7
1 Humpback whale 1 0
4 Bottlenose dolphin 10 0
4 Pacific White-sided dolphin 187 0
Apr20 Day 65 of 101 Sightings 11 Effort Hours 8:02
8 Gray whale (northbound) 23 11
1 unidentified large whale 1 0
2 Bottlenose dolphin 5 0
Apr21 Day 66 of 101 Sightings 7 Effort Hours 6:38
6 Gray whale (northbound) 12 6
1 Bottlenose dolphin 3 0
Apr22 Day 67 of 101 Sightings 10 Effort Hours 3:49
6 Gray whale (northbound) 14 7
1 Humpback whale 2 0
1 Bottlenose dolphin 2 0
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2 Pacific White-sided dolphin 38 0
Apr 23 Day 68 of 101 Sightings 12 Effort Hours 5:39

7 Gray whale (northbound) 24 12

1 Humpback whale 2 0

1 unidentified large whale 1 0

2 Bottlenose dolphin 4 0

1 Pacific White-sided dolphin 5 0
Apr 24 Day 69 of 101 Sightings 7 Effort Hours 5:26

7 Gray whale (northbound) 22 11
Apr25 Day700f 101 Sightings 2 Effort Hours 0:40

2 Gray whale (northbound) 6 3
Apr26 Day710f101 Sightings 14 Effort Hours 8:16

9  Gray whale (northbound) 24 12

2 Humpback whale 3 0

2 Bottlenose dolphin 6 0

1 Common dolphin, species not determined 200 0
Apr27 Day720f 101 Sightings Effort Hours 2:46
Apr28 Day730f 101 Sightings 2 Effort Hours 1:02

2 Gray whale (northbound) 10 5
Apr29 Day 74 0f 101 Sightings 8 Effort Hours 8:00

3 Gray whale (northbound) 5 2

1 unidentified large whale 1 0

1 Bottlenose dolphin 2 0

1 Common dolphin, species not determined 200 0

2 Pacific White-sided dolphin 6 0
Apr30 Day 75 o0f 101 Sightings 4 Effort Hours 8:00

2 Gray whale (northbound) 4 2
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1 Humpback whale 1 0
1 unidentified large whale 1 0
May 01 Day 76 of 101 Sightings 9 Effort Hours 8:00
8 Gray whale (northbound) 26 13
1 Bottlenose dolphin 2 0
May 02 Day 77 of 101 Sightings 7 Effort Hours 8:00
6 Gray whale (northbound) 24 12
1 Bottlenose dolphin 7 0
May 03 Day 78 of 101 Sightings 6 Effort Hours 4:40
3 Gray whale (northbound) 8 4
3 Bottlenose dolphin 7 0
May 04 Day 79 of 101 Sightings 3 Effort Hours 8:00
2 Gray whale (northbound) 8 4
1 Humpback whale 1 0
May 05 Day 80 of 101 Sightings 10 Effort Hours 8:09
4 Gray whale (northbound) 14 7
1 Humpback whale 1 0
5 Bottlenose dolphin 25 1
May 06 Day 81 of 101 Sightings 10 Effort Hours 8:23
6 Gray whale (northbound) 28 14
2 Humpback whale 3 0
1 unidentified large whale 1 0
1 Common dolphin, species not determined 1,000 0
May 07 Day 82 of 101 Sightings 11 Effort Hours 8:20
9  Gray whale (northbound) 32 16
2 Bottlenose dolphin 5 0
May 08 Day 83 of 101 Sightings 10 Effort Hours 8:00
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6  Gray whale (northbound) 28 14

4 Bottlenose dolphin 12 0
May 09 Day 84 of 101 Sightings 13 Effort Hours 8:00

6 Gray whale (northbound) 22 11

6 Bottlenose dolphin 32 1

1 Common dolphin, species not determined 600 0
May 10 Day 85 of 101 Sightings 12 Effort Hours 8:12

8 Gray whale (northbound) 35 17

1 Humpback whale 2 0

1 Bottlenose dolphin 6 0

1 Common dolphin, species not determined 100 0

1 Pacific White-sided dolphin 12 0
May 11 Day 86 of 101 Sightings 12 Effort Hours 8:02

8  Gray whale (northbound) 19 9

1 unidentified large whale 1 0

2 Bottlenose dolphin 6 0

1 Common dolphin, species not determined 100 0
May 12 Day 87 of 101 Sightings 5 Effort Hours 8:00

2 Gray whale (northbound) 8 4

1 Minke whale 1 0

2 Bottlenose dolphin 9 0
May 13 Day 88 of 101 Sightings 10 Effort Hours 8:15

6  Gray whale (northbound) 18 9

4 Bottlenose dolphin 14 0
May 14 Day 89 of 101 Sightings 4 Effort Hours 8:00

2 Gray whale (northbound) 10 5

2 Bottlenose dolphin 7 0
May 15 Day 90 of 101 Sightings 8 Effort Hours 8:07
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4 Gray whale (northbound) 16 8
3 Bottlenose dolphin 9 0
1 Common dolphin, species not determined 200 0

May 16 Day 91 of 101 Sightings 3 Effort Hours 8:00
1 Gray whale (northbound) 2 1
2 Common dolphin, species not determined 270 0

May 17 Day 92 of 101 Sightings 7 Effort Hours 8:00
2 Gray whale (northbound) 4 2
3 Bottlenose dolphin 1 0
2 Common dolphin, species not determined 3,500 0

May 18 Day 93 of 101 Sightings 7 Effort Hours 8:15
3 Gray whale (northbound) 6 3
3 Bottlenose dolphin 15 0
1 Common dolphin, species not determined 20 0

May 19 Day 94 of 101 Sightings 2 Effort Hours 8:00
1 Gray whale (northbound) 4 2
1 Common dolphin, species not determined 60 0

May 20 Day 95 of 101 Sightings 2 Effort Hours 1:19
1 Bottlenose dolphin 4 0
1 Common dolphin, species not determined 100 0

May 21 Day 96 of 101 Sightings 2 Effort Hours 7:01
2 Common dolphin, species not determined 350 0

May 22 Day 97 of 101 Sightings 3 Effort Hours 6:41
1 Gray whale (northbound) 2 1
2 Bottlenose dolphin 15 0

May 23 Day 98 of 101 Sightings 3 Effort Hours 8:00
2 Gray whale (northbound) 4 2
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1 Bottlenose dolphin 4 0
May 24 Day 99 of 101 Sightings 7 Effort Hours 8:02
3 Gray whale (northbound) 6 3
1 Humpback whale 2 0
2 Bottlenose dolphin 3 0
1 Common dolphin, species not determined 200 0
May 25 Day 100 of Sightings Effort Hours 5:06
May26  Day 101 of Sightings 5 Effort Hours 8:00
1 Humpback whale 2 0
2 Bottlenose dolphin 6 0
2 Common dolphin, species not determined 950 0
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